NAMES

OF THE

ORIGINAL ACTORS

IN   THE

PLAYS OF SHAKSPEARE.

FROM THE FOLIO 1623 \

RICHARD BURBADGE2,

the most celebrated tragedian of our author's time,
was the son of James Burbadge, who was also an actor,
and perhaps a countryman of Shakspeare. He lived
in Holywell Street, in the parish of St. Leonard,
Shoreditch; from which circumstance I conjecture
that he had originally played at the Curtain theatre,
which was in that neighbourhood; for he does not
appear to have been born in that parish; at least I
searched the Register from its commencement in 1558,

1 When this Essay was first published, some particulars relat-
ing to Shakspeare himself were here inserted ; but they will now
be found incorporated with his Life, vol. ii. Bo SWELL.

z In writing this performer's name I have followed the spelling
used by his brother, who was a witness to his will; but the name
ought rather to be Burbidge, (as it often formerly was,) being
manifestly an abbreviation or corruption of Borough-bridge.

[Mr. Chalmers has, I think, stated very good grounds for sup-
posing this opinion to be erroneous, and that Burbadge was a cor-
ruption of Boar's badge. See his observations on this subject in
a following page. BOSWELL.]